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A 3D model is retrieved from a database based on similarity calculations 
between a 3D model specified as a retrieval key and 3D models stored in the database. In the 
specification process^ a 3D model having a hierarchial structure made of a plurality of 
subelem^ts is displayed and a user is allowed to specify a subelement of a 3D model by 
designating one of the plurality of subelements displayed, the user being able to change the 
level of the hierarchy to which the specification is made with a successive operation. 
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IN THE ABSTRACT : 

Please amend the Abstract as follows. A clean copy of the amended 
Abstract is enclosed* 

A 3D model oimilor to tho cp e oifi e d 3D mod e l is retrieved from a plurality of 
3D modela stored oo objeota to bo rotrioved in a database based on similarity calculations 
between a by using various f e atur e- valu o s oaloulatod from tho solootod 3D mod e l. At that 
tim e , when at l e ast one of th e s e lect e d 3D model and a gubolomont which ia a port of th e 
s e l e oted 3D model [[is]] specified as a retrieval key and 3D models stored in the database. In 
the specification process, a 3D model having a hierarchial structure made of a plurality of 
subelements is displayed and a user is ^Ipwed to specify a subelement of a 3D model bv 
designating one of the plurality of subelements displayed, the user being able to change the 
level of the hierarchy to which the specification is made with a successive operation.r -the 
feature values of tho subolomonto included in tho 3D mod e l sp e cifi e d oo tho rotriovalk e y and 
data on information about tho relationship botwoon the sub e lem e nto ar e acquir e d. In addition, 
th e f e atur e values of the subelem e nt s includ e d in th e 3D mod e ls stor e d as obj e cts to b e 
rotrioved in th e database and data on - information about tho relationship between th e 
sub e l e ments ar e acquir e d> Then, th e similarity betw ee n tho 3D modols to bo retrieved and th e 
3D mod e l acting as r e tri e val k e y io oaloulatod using th e acquir e d feature valucxi about tho 
oubelem e nto to bo retriev e d, th e acquirod data on information about the r e lationship b e tw ee n 
the sub e l e m e nts, the acquir e d f e ature valuoo about th e sub e l e mento of the rotrio\^al key, and 
th e acquir e d data on information about tho relationship botwoon tho sub e l e m e nts. On th e 
basis of the calculat e d similarity, the r es ult of rotrioval is display e d. 



g\Olyinpus\l373M7S07\ameDdM7S07.anil 
PAGE 14/18 * RCVD AT 12/26/2006 2:S4:21 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/2 - DN18:2738300 * CSID: 31 67424306 * DURATION (mm-ss):0648 



